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(2)a. Sally baked her sister a cake. (Goldberg 1995: 141)
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<Abstract>

The Syntax-Lexicon Continuum in Japanese FrameNet

Kyoko Hirose Ohara

Keio University

The Berkeley FrameNet project and its sister projects in Japanese, Swedish, and Brazilian
Portuguese are describing the semantic and distributional properties of words, based on Frame
Semantics. They have started to build the Constructicon, the registry of constructions in each
language, as well, in order to describe the meaning of sentences as a whole. However, there has not
been agreement among these projects about what information should be included in the construction
annotation. The paper argues that as practical implementations of Frame Semantics and
Construction Grammar, the syntax-lexicon continuum must be preserved in Japanese FrameNet and
Japanese FrameNet Constructicon. The paper demonstrates how lexical units in Japanese FrameNet

and constructions in Japanese Constructicon are kept parallel.
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